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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is issued in response to applicant filed application on 03/18/2004. 

2. Claims 1-18, and 23 - 25 are pending. 

3. Claims 1 9 - 22, and 26 - 27 are withdrawn. 

4. Applicant's election without traverse of Group I, claims 1-18, and 28 - 25 in the 
reply filed on 10/02/2006 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 1-18, and 23 - 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

The term "or" included in phrase "the search module... to correlated numerical/tabular 
data, or the search module ..." in claims 1, 10, 15, 23, 24, and 25, is alternate language 
which renders the claim indefinite. Examiner is unable to determine which of the search 
modules the claims disclose, and if they are being claimed as usable together or 
separately. Examiner is unable to determine what the invention entails because the 
term is not clearly defined in the specification. 
Examiner asserts that all claims should be checked for clarification. 
Appropriate action is required. 



Application/Control Number: 10/803,677 



Art Unit: 2162 



Page 3 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 1 , and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Snyder et al. (Snyder hereinafter) (US Patent No. 6,038,561 , issued: March 14, 2000). 

Regarding Claims 1 , and 10, Snyder discloses an apparatus for generating a 
search report of combined data, the apparatus comprising: 

a processor (Fig. 1A, item 30' and 30, Col. 10, lines 55 - 58, Snyder); 

a formatter executing on the processor for formatting the combined data into text 
data in a first format (Col. 19, lines 14-18, Snyder), and into numerical/tabular data in 
a second format (Col. 1 1 , lines 50 - 52, Table 2, Snyder) and storing each in storage 
(Col. 19, lines 15-29, Snyder); 

a search module executing on the processor for searching the text data (Col. 25, 
lines 60 - 64, Snyder) and mapping the located text data to correlated numerical/tabular 
data (Col. 14, lines 10-13, Snyder), or the search module searching the 
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numerical/tabular data (Col. 27, lines 22 - 25, Snyder) and mapping the located 
numerical/tabular data to correlated text data (Col. 14, lines 10-13, Snyder); and 
a report module executing on the processor for integrating the located and 
correlated text and numerical/tabular data into a report (Col. 21 , lines 37 - 41 , Snyder). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 

11. Claims 2 - 9, 11 - 18, and 23 - 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Snyder et al. (Snyder hereinafter) (US Patent No. 
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6,038,561, issued: March 14, 2000) in view of August et al. (August hereinafter) 
(US Patent No. 6,647,383, filed: September 1, 2000). 

Regarding Claim 2, Snyder discloses all the limitations as disclosed above 
including controlled application data accessible by the processor (Col. 25, lines 60 - 64, 
word and phrase entered; Snyder) and data that corresponds to the combined data in 
storage (Col. 14, lines 10-13, Snyder). However, Snyder does not expressly disclose 
vocabulary and a standard vocabulary. On the other hand, August discloses vocabulary 
data, and providing a portion of standard vocabulary (Col. 16, lines 52 - 60, August). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to incorporate the August's teachings to the system Snyder. Skilled artisan would 
have been motivated to do so, as suggested by August (Col. 9, 1 1 , and 16, lines 32 - 
36, 5-18, and 56 - 60; respectively, August); to identify sources that are appropriate 
for age, language skills, and scope of the search; to allow the user to select options to, 
for example, include pronunciation, definitions, specialized dictionaries, and alternate 
spelling, and alternate language; and to provide access to vocabulary of each specialty. 
In addition, both of the references (Snyder and August) teach features that are directed 
to analogous art and they are directed to the same field of endeavor, such as, 
databases management systems, and searching information. This close relation 
between both of the references highly suggests an expectation of success. 
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Regarding Claim 3, the combination of Snyder in view of August discloses an 
apparatus wherein at least one of the text data and the numeric/tabular data uses 
multiple standard vocabularies (Col. 16, lines 52 - 60; vocabulary of each specialty, 
August). 

Regarding Claim 4, the combination of Snyder in view of August discloses an 
apparatus wherein the report can integrate the controlled vocabulary application data 
when at least one of the text data and the numeric/tabular data is restricted to using a 
single standard vocabulary (Col. 21, lines 37-41, Snyder; and Col. 16, and 21, lines 52 
- 55, and 10-13, primary language; respectively, August). 

Regarding Claim 5, the combination of Snyder in view of August discloses an 
apparatus wherein the search module accesses the text data (Col. 25, lines 60 - 64, 
Snyder) and numerical/tabular data according to the controlled vocabulary application 
data (Col. 27, lines 22 - 25, Snyder). 

Regarding Claim 6, the combination of Snyder in view of August discloses an 
apparatus wherein the controlled vocabulary application data has a text data portion 
(Col. 19, lines 14-18, Snyder; and Col. 8, lines 66 - 67, August) and a 
numerical/tabular data portion (Col. 11, lines 50 - 52; Table 2, Snyder; and Col. 15, 
lines 52 - 54, August). 
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Regarding Claim 7, the combination of Snyder in view of August discloses an 
apparatus wherein the controlled vocabulary application data can be browsed by a user 
to refine the searching performed by the search module (Col. 4, lines 20 - 28; Snyder; 
and Col. 23, lines 24 - 28, August). 

Regarding Claim 8, the combination of Snyder in view of August discloses an 
apparatus wherein the controlled vocabulary application data is updated by additions to 
the combined data (Col. 10, lines 7, 11 - 15, and 60 - 63; August). 

Regarding Claim 9, the combination of Snyder in view of August discloses an 
apparatus further comprising an editor executing on the processor for providing a user 
with remote editing capabilities for text data and numerical/tabular data in the report 
(Col. 10, lines 7, 11 - 15, and 60 - 63; August). 

Regarding Claim 1 1 , the combination of Snyder in view of August discloses a 
method further comprising limiting the text and numerical/tabular data available to a 
search by controlled vocabulary application data having a text data portion (Col. 25, 
lines 60 - 64, Snyder) and a numerical/tabular data portion (Col. 27, lines 22 - 25, 
Snyder). 
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Regarding Claim 12, the combination of Snyder in view of August discloses a 
method of claim further comprising normalizing the controlled vocabulary application 
data to reduce the amount of a standard vocabulary that needs to be utilized when 
searching using the controlled vocabulary application data (Col. 15, lines 49 - 57, 
Snyder). 

Regarding Claim 13, the combination of Snyder in view of August discloses a 
method further comprising updating the controlled vocabulary application data with each 
addition to the text and numerical/tabular data (Col. 10, lines 7, 1 1 - 15, and 60 - 63; 
August). 

Regarding Claim 14, the combination of Snyder in view of August discloses a 
method further comprising browsing the controlled vocabulary application data to control 
the scope of the search (Col. 4, lines 20 - 28; Snyder; and Col. 23, lines 24 - 28, 
August). 

Regarding Claim 1 5, the combination of Snyder in view of August discloses an 
apparatus for generating a search report of combined data, the apparatus comprising: 

a processor (Fig. 1 A, item 30' and 30, Col. 10, lines 55 - 58, Snyder); 

storage accessible by the processor (Fig. 1 A, items 35, and 35', Col. 10, lines 61 
- 63, Snyder), the storage having stored thereon text data (Col. 19, lines 14-18, 
Snyder) and numerical/tabular data (Col. 1 1 , lines 50 - 52, Table 2, Snyder); 
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controlled vocabulary application data accessible by the processor (Col. 16, lines 
52 - 60, August), the controlled vocabulary application data having a text data portion 
(Col. 19, lines 14-18, Snyder; and Col. 8, lines 66 - 67, August) and a 
numerical/tabular data portion (Col. 11, lines 50 - 52, Table 2, Snyder; and Col. 15, 
lines 52 - 54, August); 

a search module executing on the processor for searching the text data (Col. 25, 
lines 60 - 64, Snyder) using the text data controlled vocabulary application data portion 
(Col. 16, lines 52 - 60, August) and mapping the search to located and correlated 
numerical/tabular data (Col. 14, lines 10-13, Snyder), or the search module searching 
the numerical/tabular data (Col. 27, lines 22 - 25, Snyder) using the numerical/tabular 
data controlled vocabulary application data portion (Col. 16, lines 52 - 60, August) and 
mapping the search to located and correlated text data (Col. 14, lines 10-13, Snyder); 
and 

a report module executing on the processor for translating and integrating the 
located and correlated text and numerical/tabular data into a report (Col. 21 , lines 37 - 
41 , Snyder). 

Regarding Claim 16, the combination of Snyder in view of August discloses an 
apparatus wherein the controlled vocabulary application data can be browsed and 
selected by a user to refine the scope of the searching performed by the search module 
(Col. 4, lines 20 - 28; Snyder; and Col. 23, lines 24 - 28, August). 
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Regarding Claim 17, the combination of Snyder in view of August discloses an 
apparatus wherein the controlled vocabulary application data is updated by additions to 
the combined data (Col. 10, lines 7, 11 - 15, and 60-63; August). 

Regarding Claim, 18 the combination of Snyder in view of August discloses an 
apparatus further including an expert system executing on the processor for controlling 
the updating of the controlled vocabulary application data (Col. 10, lines 7, 1 1 - 15, and 
60 - 63; August). 

Regarding Claim 23, the combination of Snyder in view of August discloses a 
system for generating a search report of combined data, the system comprising: 
a processor (Fig. 1A, item 30' and 30, Col. 10, lines 55 - 58, Snyder); 
storage accessible by the processor (Fig. 1 A, items 35, and 35', Col. 10, lines 61 

- 63, Snyder), the storage having stored thereon text data (Col. 19, lines 14-18, 
Snyder) and numerical/tabular data (Col. 1 1 , lines 50 - 52, Table 2, Snyder); 

software executing on the processor for generating controlled vocabulary 
application data having a text data portion (Col. 19, lines 14-18, Snyder) and a 
numerical/tabular data portion (Col. 1 1 , lines 50 - 52, Table 2, Snyder); 

software executing on the processor for searching the text data (Col. 25, lines 60 

- 64, Snyder) using the text data controlled vocabulary application data portion (Col. 16, 
lines 52 - 60, August) and mapping the search to located and correlated 
numerical/tabular data (Col. 14, lines 10-13, Snyder), or the search module searching 
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the numerical/tabular data using the numerical/tabular data controlled vocabulary 
application data portion (Col. 27, lines 22 - 25, Snyder) and mapping the search to 
located and correlated text data (Col. 14, lines 10-13, Snyder); and 

software executing on the processor for translating and integrating the located 
and correlated text and numerical/tabular data into a report (Col. 21 , lines 37 - 41 , 
Snyder). 

Regarding Claim 24, the combination of Snyder in view of August discloses a 
system for generating a search report of combined data, the apparatus comprising: 
a processor (Fig. 1 A, item 30' and 30, Col. 10, lines 55 - 58, Snyder); 
storage accessible by the processor (Fig. 1A, items 35, and 35', Col. 10, lines 61 

- 63, Snyder), the storage having stored thereon combined data (Col. 11, and 19, lines 
50 - 52, and 14-18; respectively, Snyder); 

software executing on the processor for formatting the combined data into text 
data in a first format (Col. 19, lines 14-18, Snyder) and into numerical/tabular data in a 
second format (Col. 1 1 , lines 50 - 52, Table 2, Snyder) and storing each in storage 
(Col. 19, lines 15-29, Snyder); 

software executing on the processor for searching the text data (Col. 25, lines 60 

- 64, Snyder) and mapping the located text data to correlated numerical/tabular data 
(Col. 14, lines 10-13, Snyder), or the search module searching the numerical/tabular 
data (Col. 27, lines 22 - 25, Snyder) and mapping the located numerical/tabular data to 
correlated text data (Col. 14, lines 10-13, Snyder); and 



Application/Control Number: 10/803,677 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2162 

software executing on the processor for integrating the located and correlated 
text and numerical/tabular data into a report (Col. 21 , lines 37 - 41 , Snyder). 

Regarding Claim 25, the combination of Snyder in view of August discloses an 
apparatus for generating a search report of combined data, the apparatus comprising: 

a processor (Fig. 1 A, item 30' and 30, Col. 10, lines 55 - 58, Snyder); 

storage accessible by the processor (Fig. 1A, items 35, and 35', Col. 10, lines 61 
- 63, Snyder), the storage having stored thereon combined data (Col. 11, and 19, lines 
50-52, and 14-18; respectively, Snyder); 

a formatter coupled to the processor for formatting the combined data into text 
data in a first format (Col. 19, lines 14-18, Snyder) and into numerical/tabular data in a 
second format (Col. 1 1 , lines 50 - 52, Table 2, Snyder) and storing each in storage 
(Col. 19, lines 15-29, Snyder); 

controlled vocabulary application data accessible by the processor, the controlled 
vocabulary application data having a text data portion (Col. 19, lines 14-18, Snyder) 
and a numerical/tabular data portion (Col. 1 1 , lines 50 - 52, Table 2, Snyder); 

a search module executing on the processor, the controlled vocabulary 
application data limiting the search module search of the text data (Col. 4, lines 20 - 28; 
Snyder; and Col. 23, lines 24 - 28, August), the search module mapping the located 
text data to correlated numerical/tabular data (Col. 14, lines 10 - 13, Snyder), or the 
controlled vocabulary application data limiting the search module searching the 
numerical/tabular data (Col. 4, lines 20 - 28; Snyder; and Col. 23, lines 24 - 28, 
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August), the search module mapping the located numerical/tabular data to correlated 
text data (Col. 14, lines 10-13, Snyder); and 

a report module executing oh the processor, the report module translating and 
integrating the located and correlated text and numerical/tabular data into a report (Col. 
21, lines 37 - 41 , Snyder). 
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Prior Art Made Of Record 

1 . Snyder et al. (US Patent No. 6,038,561 , issued: March 1 4, 2000). 

2. August et al. (US Patent No. 6,647,383, filed: September 1 , 2000). 

3. Saffer et al. (US Patent No. 6,990,238 B1 ). 

4. Grefenstette et al. (US Patent No. 6,778,979 B2). 
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Points Of Contact 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Giovanna Colan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2752. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene can be reached on (571 ) 272-4107. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Giovanna Colan 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2162 
November 7, 2006 




